Appendix

There are a number of movies and novels that take up the important theme of journey and home. 

Movies  
The Way

Monsignor Quixote

The Hobbit Movies

The Trip To Bountiful

Coming Home

The Hobbit
The Fellowship of the Ring

Songs (can be viewed on You Tube)

Poor Wayfaring Stranger  (Jack White)

I Was Born Under a Wandering Star (Lee Marvin)

Homeward Bound (Simon and Garfunkel)

Novels   
Deep River – Shusaku Endo

Monsignor Quixote – Graham Greene

The Hobbit – JRR Tolkien

Scripture References
Speaking of Home in the New Testament

When referring to house, home and household, the writers of the New Testament books used several Greek words. The commonest words are oikos and oikia which are translated into English variously as house and home.  So, Jesus healed Peter’s mother in law in the home (oikia) of Peter and Andrew (Mark 1:29), he stayed (mone) in the home (oikos) of the tax collector Zacchaeus (Luke 19:5) and was entertained in the home (oikia) of the Pharisee Simon (Luke 7:36-37).

Jesus dwelt (Greek katoikeo) in Nazareth and it was thus regarded as his hometown (Matt 2:23) and after John Baptist was killed he relocated his home, and dwelt (katoikeo) to Capernaum (Matt 4:13). Jesus was well known in his hometown (Greek patris . . . literally “fatherland” or “country”), so much so that he was seen by most people as simply the “carpenter’s son” (Matt 13:55) and the  “carpenter” (Mark 6:3). The people were offended by him and he was unable to perform any mighty works there. 

Several passages offer a close examination of the concepts of home and returning home without using either oikos or oikia.  These passages present God as the one who creates home and who actively seeks those who are lost; willing them, leading and carrying them home.

Luke 15 develops the theme of lost, sought, found and restored. Lost coins, lost sheep and the lost son all speak clearly of the nature of God as the one who creates the home from which many are estranged and whose will and action are directed toward restoration and welcome.  Home is being lifted onto the shoulders of the shepherd; home is the experience of the rejoicing coin-finding woman with her neighbours; home is a son being given a festive garment and a ring by the father who yearned for his return.

John 10 speaks of home as the experience of sheep in the sheepfold, the place of safety for the gathered sheep and their shepherd who dwells with them. Here, home is also the daily experience of following of the shepherd as he leads them out to where they find food and water. 

Home is pictured as the experience of table fellowship in the Gospels.  This meal fellowship is with Jesus (eg Luke 10:28-42, 24:28-31,  John 2:1-11, 12:1-3, 21:1-14) or in parables of marriage feasts where God is host and the lost are welcomed home (Matt 22:1-10, Luke 12:35-38, 14:7-24). 

Home for followers of Jesus, is being with Jesus. God’s generosity is seen supremely in the incarnation, God dwelling with creation and with humanity. God’s eternal word took human form in Jesus. The Word came to his “own home” - Greek idios . . . literally “his own” (John 1:11). His own was both creation and humanity. In God’s time “the word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Greek skaynoo, literally “pitched his tent”) in the person of Jesus (John 1:14). The promise of being at home with Jesus is made to individuals too in John 14 where the theme of being at home with God is prominent. In his father’s house (oikia) there are many “mansions” (KJV) “rooms” (RSV). Mansions and rooms are translations of the Greek mone, literally “abiding” or “staying” places. Jesus makes the promise that he and his father will come and make their home, their abiding (mone) with the believer (John 14.23). 

