Pew Bulletin Inserts
(about 200 words each – front of an A5 bulletin sheet.)

Ash Wednesday:
Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent. The colour for Lent is purple – to remind us of the nature of the season.  First, Lent is a time of preparation, preparing us for a blessed Holy Week and to celebrate Easter with joy and meaning.  Second, the colour purple reminds us that we need to confess our sins.  Sin is any thought word or deed that separates us from God.  Sins can be of commission, that is, the things we do that we know we should not do or we can sin by omission, that is, the things we omitted to do that we should have done. 

Many denominations use these forty days to either encourage people to renew their faith in Christ or to bring others to faith in Christ.  In regard bringing people to faith in Christ, the early Church used this period to continue the preparation of candidates for baptism at Easter.  

Lent invites us to explore the question, “Who do we seek?”  For the Christian, Lent is the Church’s gift to us, in making sure we truly seek Christ and the will of Christ.  It is so easy to seek our own will and call it God’s.  Lent is a time for us to face this question with honesty and sincerity. 

May God richly bless you during this season of Lent.   

Lent One:
On the first Sunday in Lent in the life of the early Church, candidates who were being prepared for Baptism were shut outside the Church door at the start of the worship.  Just after the worship had begun, the candidates would knock on the door.  In reply to the knock, the priest asked the question, “What do you seek?”  The candidates responded, “New life in Christ.”  

In some places, the candidates then wrote their name in the book, now referred to as the Baptism register.  Then the candidate was then placed in the centre of the congregation.  

Today with the modern Catechumenate, the question is still the same. “What do you seek?”  However, the reply is “Renewed life in Christ. 

The forty days of Lent is a time when we all should seek new life in Christ or take deliberate steps to renew our faith in Christ.  

Lent is also a time to ask ourselves as a parish, as a community of faith and as individual Christians how welcoming are we when new people arrive and come among us?  We can be friendly and offer them a cuppa or we can be welcoming and really take an interest in new comers in the weeks ahead.  

So what do we seek and how welcoming are we? 








Lent Two:

This year, being Year A, the Gospel readings are those that were traditionally used in the life of the early Church as candidates prepared for baptism. 

Last week’s question was “What/Who do you seek?”

This week we meet a seeker, Nicodemus.  He was a Jewish leader.  This reminds us that people from all levels of society may be seeking.  It is interesting that Nicodemus came to Jesus by night.  Was he hoping to learn and experience, but did not want to be seen to be doing so?  I am sure this is true for many people today.  They wish to know Christ, they want to experience the power of Christ but they are careful about how they seek and who sees their seeking behaviour.

As a Church we need to be aware of these dynamics and assist people as they journey to discover our Lord and Saviour, the one sent by God to save the world, the one who came to give life, not condemn. 

Each answer Jesus gave Nicodemus this lead Nicodemus to make further enquiries.   Jesus then makes the important statement that we can not speak of that we do not know.  Lent is an ideal time to ask ourselves, “Do our lives show that we know Christ?”; “Do our lives show that we know of what we speak?” and:”What do we need to do to further equip ourselves in response to these answers?”

Lent is a time to ask ourselves, “Because of our faith, do other people want to taste and see the goodness of the Lord?”
	

Lent Three:

In the life of the early Church, candidates for baptism at Easter were handed the Apostles’ or Believers’ Creed.  This is the creed which is said at each baptism. 

A creed is a declaration of belief.  So the candidate is given a statement of what we believe as Christians.  It is important to know what we believe and why.  The woman at the well came to know Jesus because of his loving and gentle questioning.  It is important that we help people to know Christ (as opposed to just knowing about Christ) and help them to understand why.  It takes time, but it is time well spent. 

The creed states that God is the Creator of heaven and earth.  You and I are a part of God’s creation. This requires us to be wise stewards of God’s creation. 

The second section of the creed outlines the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Saviour who was born and died for us and rose form the dead conquering for us sin and death and opened the gate of eternal life. 

The final section of the Creed outlines the ministry of the Holy Spirit that sustains and strengthens us in our ministry.  

Christians are Trinitarian people – that is, we believe in one God – in three forms Father, Son and Holy Spirit; in other words,  Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 


Lent Four:

In some parts of the Church, today is also known as Mothering Sunday. Mothering Sunday has a threefold focus, one to give thanks for our earthly mothers, secondly to give thanks for the church (Galatians 4:26 Jerusalem … which is mother of us all), and thirdly to pray for our Cathedral Church and its ministry. 
 
The love and care of a mother while precious and deep for most, is hard to define.  Sometimes the only way to share what that love means is to talk with a mother about the experience.  Quiet often the same is true when we talk about relationship with God. We need to explore what God means to us in the light of many aspects of our faith.

In today’s Gospel we have an unnamed person who was born blind. This man sought to be healed and he was healed.  Afterwards people wanted to know if he was the same person and all he could say was “I am the man” and went to share what Jesus did. His experience of the Jesus Christ, led him to believe in Christ and his message.  

Lent is a time for us to focus on how we can share our experiences of Christ and how Christ has worked in our lives. I recall attending a training programme where the leaders said that we have to state the obvious.  Are there times when we as Christians do not state the obvious and miss opportunities to share the Good News of Jesus Christ?

Lent Five:


In the life of the early Church, candidates for baptism at Easter were handed the Lord’s Prayer.  This was to remind the candidates that as Christians they were to be people of prayer.  It is easy to speak about prayer, but to be a person of prayer requires discipline.  Prayer also requires patience as we are reminded in today’s Gospel. Mary and Martha wanted things to happen straight away and I sure there are times when we have the same attitude!

However, the Lord’s Prayer is a good model for our prayer life.  The prayer begins with the address, “Our Father”.  In other words we know to whom we pray.  

Then there are three petitions which honour God – hallowed (or special) is God’s name; “your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as in heaven”.  

Then there are four petitions which intercede for us:
	give us daily bread, 
	forgiving us our sins and note as we forgive others their sins (not always easy but Lent is a time to work on this situation!) 

lead us not into temptation 
	delivering us from evil. 

The Lord Prayer concludes with what we call a “doxology” – from the Greek meaning the words which give glory to God.  

My your Holy Week and Easter be a time of blessing. 



